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rory McIlroy tees off on the second hole during the final round of the 2011 Us open, which he
won this month. The 22-year-old catholic grew up in holywood, a predominantly Protestant sub-
urb of Belfast, northern Ireland, and attended a non-denominational school. The UnIceF good-
will ambassador broke 12 records in his 16-under-par Us open victory, his first win of a major
golf tournament. he is the youngest player to win the Us open since Bobby Jones in 1923.
(Photo: Jeff haynes, reuters/cns)

Hate speech part of SA culture
By cLaIre MaThIeson

WITH hate speech making South
Africa’s headlines for the past few
months, a Catholic political com-

mentator said that the problem is more
widely spread than court cases would sug-
gest—and this trend is set to stand for a
long time unless we are willing to be open
to discussion. 

Fr Anthony Egan SJ of the Jesuit Institute
South Africa in Johannesburg said that hate
speech is not only tricky to prove but also
difficult to define. It is a “slippery concept
that can be used easily to silence criticism as
much as demean others”.

He defined hate speech as negative
stereotyping “in order to generate a kind of
blanket hatred for a person, persons or class
of people”.

The priest said that often hate speech is a
sweeping statement that is “so general as to
be nonsensical” while “promoting an agen-
da—hidden or overt—of hatred, even some-
times implicitly or explicitly inciting others
to discrimination, contempt or violence”.
He said hate speech was a means to exclude
or eliminate the other. 

Hate speech is found along gender, racial,
social, religious and sexual orientation lines,
he said.

Fr Egan said it is not surprising that
South Africa is seeing a large number of hate
speech claims and cases. While it may be
that the average South African is too sensi-
tive, he said, that sensitivity is justified
because of the country’s history. 

In addition, Fr Egan said, there are other
factors that had contributed to the increase.
“Elections: hate speech is often a cover that
avoids real social and political issues. It
plays up stereotypes and helps us to over-
look real problems in society. Economics:
competition over resources which we all
want makes us look for strategies to exclude
others from the ‘cake’.  Competition within
a class for resources—jobs, welfare and so
on—leads us to find rationales why we
should get the goods and the other—
whether race, gender or sexual orientation—
should not. Competition between classes

has the same dynamic. In practice this
moves both horizontally (within a class)
and vertically (between classes).”

Other factors include education, high
expectations post-1994 and religion. 

“Religions are by nature exclusivist,” Fr
Egan said. “Hard-nosed and intolerant reli-
gion is a serious problem. No religions are
free of this. As religious people we should be
agents of toleration and compassion, per-
haps even to the point of examining just
how important some of our religious atti-
tudes really are.”

While the court case involving ANC
Youth League president Julius Malema

and AfriForum was called to decide the
appropriateness of certain struggle songs,
such as “Dubul’ ibhunu” (“Shoot the Boer”),
Fr Egan said such cases are inevitable. They
will continue and are important “so long as
they address real issues and not trivialities”. 

Fr Egan said that hate speech can be
found in other social forums including
music. “Censorship except in extreme cases
probably won’t help [to decrease hate
speech]. Education is more useful: of haters
and the hated.”

The Church is generally against hate
speech, the Jesuit priest said, “because it
diminishes the dignity of people and can
lead to violence”, but “the problem is that
the notion of hate speech is slippery”.

The priest called on Catholics to reflect
whether some Catholic practices are exam-
ples of discrimination, such as excluding
non-Catholics and some Catholics from
Communion, or gender discrimination.
“Even the idea that our faith is the closest to
the Truth might in different ways be seen
[by some] as hate speech, or at least con-
tributing to a culture where hate speech
thrives?”

Like in court cases, Fr Egan said there was
no easy answer to such questions. 

“The problem here is whether we—indi-
viduals, organisations and institutions—
have the courage to be really open. Too
often we crawl under the blanket of rights
and dogmatic certainties.”

Us First Lady Michelle obama hugs youths after participating in a community service project at
Vhuthilo community centre in soweto. In an address at Moroka parish’s regina Mundi church
she urged a crowd of more than 2 000 to help shape africa’s future by combating corruption,
building strong democratic institutions and working to improve the lives of the poor and sick.
(Photo: charles Dharapak via reuters)

Catholic community inspired
by Michelle Obama’s visit

By Bronwen Dachs

FATHER Benedict Mahlangu OMI
described Michelle Obama’s address at
Regina Mundi church in Moroka, Soweto,

as a powerful and inspiring presentation, say-
ing that the US First Lady “spoke from the
heart for 45 minutes”.

Visiting the Catholic church, Mrs Obama
urged a crowd of more than 2 000 that includ-
ed hundreds of young women to help shape
Africa's future by combating corruption,
building strong democratic institutions and
working to improve the lives of the poor and
sick

The iconic church, the largest in Soweto,
was a refuge for anti-apartheid activists for
decades. Bullet holes in the ceiling and the
broken marble altar have been preserved and
serve as reminders of the apartheid era.

Mrs Obama invoked the memory of lead-
ers of the US civil rights movement and South
Africa's anti-apartheid struggle to encourage
young leaders, including 76 women from
across Africa who were brought to Soweto to
hear the speech and to meet her.

“It is because of them that so many of
these young women leaders can now pursue
their dreams. It is because of them that I
stand before you as first lady of the United
States of America, she said. 

“All of you, the young people of this conti-
nent, you are the heirs of that blood, sweat,
sacrifice, and love,” Mrs Obama said.

She said her husband, President Barack
Obama, is focused “on partnering with
Africans who will shape their future by com-
bating corruption, and building strong demo-
cratic institutions, by growing new crops, car-
ing for the sick. And more than ever before,
we will be looking to all of you, our young
people, to lead the way.

“You can be the generation that ends
HIV/Aids in our time, the generation that
fights not just the disease, but the stigma of
the disease,” Mrs Obama said.

“You can be the generation that holds
your leaders accountable for open, honest
government at every level, government that
stamps out corruption and protects the rights
of every citizen,” she said.

“True leadership often happens with the
smallest acts, in the most unexpected places,
by the most unlikely individuals,” Mrs
Obama said, noting that in Soweto on June
16, 1976 it was schoolchildren who led the
uprising against apartheid.

That day police shot with live ammunition
at youths seeking refuge in the church, which
former President Nelson Mandela in 1997
called “the people’s cathedral”.

Before Mrs Obama's speech, Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale of Johannesburg told of his own
experience in South Africa's struggle against
apartheid, saying that Regina Mundi Church
“has always been a place of protection and of
hope”.

As an Oblate of Mary Immaculate priest,
Archbishop Tlhagale was a prominent activist
in the struggle. He was ordained to the priest-
hood just a few weeks after the June 16, 1976
uprising and also served at Regina Mundi
parish.

The archbishop also reminded people that
the struggle for human rights is not over in
South Africa and that the Church has a cru-
cial role in play in such work.

Fr Mahlangu said two young female
parishioners, Ayanda Mbatha and Lungile
Nkutha, told him afterwards that Mrs
Obama’s talk would influence the direction of
their lives.

He said he told them: “Stand up now, I
want to hear your voices.”—CNS



By LeBo wa MaJahe

THE youth of the Vaal deanery
gathered in unity at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help church in

Vereeniging, Gauteng, for the
launch of the Youth Cross.

Some 250 young people joined
Fr Vusi Sokhela, Johannesburg’s
vicar for youth, and Fr Yshmael
Gbagove SMA in celebrating the
launch.

Members of the Association of
Catholic Tertiary Students and
members of parishes in the dean-
ery formed the choir that enter-
tained the congregation during the
launch.

In his homily Fr Sokhela
explained to the young people
that the presence of the Youth

Cross is a reminder that their time
is coming, therefore they should
persevere. 

He said God wants young peo-
ple who are hopeful and optimistic
and who believe that anything is
possible through prayer and deter-
mination. 

He encouraged the congrega-
tion to be disciplined in their
prayer-life because God’s mercy is
greater than our mistakes. 

Ronald Thuntsi, chairperson of
the Youth Deanery Forum, and
Mamokete Musa gave a history of
the World Youth Day Cross and its
significance.

Br Thomas Pouya, who is study-
ing to become a priest, encouraged
vocations from the congregation

especially young people. 
Pilgrims going to World Youth

Day in Madrid, Spain, in  August
were introduced and given a bless-
ing. 

Ntate Mosala, chairman of the
deanery pastoral council, said that
the objective of the 2008 arch-
diocesan synod was to give a focus
to young people. He added that he
was happy that young people are
taking the initiative in the arch-
diocese. 

The cross will move to all
parishes in the Vaal deanery. It
will then make its way to the cen-
tral deanery on July 2 where a
send-off Mass for the WYD pil-
grims will be held with Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale.

LOCAL2 The southern cross, June 29 to July 5, 2011

Youth Cross launched Free State deanery

By cLaIre MaThIeson

APORT Elizabeth Catholic
who participated in the
Global Youth Symposium in

Britain has said that there is a
growing realisation that social
media are indispensable in reach-
ing and mobilising youth.

Alexis Pillay of Sacred Heart
parish in Kabega Park was chosen
to be Amnesty International’s dele-
gate to the symposium, chosen
from a 3-million-strong member-
ship, to represent the organisa-
tion’s interests with respect to the
human rights agenda as it spoke to
the theme of the symposium:
“Meaningful Participation of
Young People in International
Decision-Making”.

The symposium gathered 70
delegates from around the world. 

“The delegates were marked by
the fact that they were youth spe-
cialists in their areas of expertise:
academia, private sector, NGOs,
and civil society, the majority of
whom themselves are young, ages
ranging between 20-35 years,” Mr
Pillay said. The London sympo-
sium intended to “distil good prac-
tice and provide the foundation
for internationally recognised and
supported standards for youth par-
ticipation in international deci-
sion-making”.

Mr Pillay said as part of their
preparation for their forthcoming
trip to World Youth Day in
Madrid, Spain, in August, all the
pilgrims from Sacred Heart parish
had embarked on various Amnesty
International projects as they
“wanted to forge a strategy for
social engagement through their

affiliation with Amnesty Interna-
tional”. 

The symposium was therefore

appropriately timed with 2011
being the UN International Year of
Youth, coinciding with World
Youth Day.

Mr Pillay was chosen due to his
involvement in youth activities in
his parish and community, and his
work with the Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University. 

Mr Pillay said one of the high-
lights of the symposium was the
use of social communications. 

“The event was streamed live
around the globe while encourag-
ing delegates and those outside
that social space to gain access to
the proceedings through Twitter,
Facebook and a dedicated blog.”
He said it is clear the media is
indispensable in reaching and
mobilising youth. 

“It is these global trends of
which the universal Church is not

ignorant, evidenced in the grow-
ing popularity of World Youth
Day. However, there is often a dis-
connect between the endorsement
received from the universal
Church authority and the local
Church reality,” he said. 

Mr Pillay said any forward-look-
ing parish would do well to inte-
grate young people who “unfortu-
nately may find themselves being
voiceless and powerless in their
own parish communities”.

He said this was the biggest les-
son learnt from the symposium
and a way to motivate the youth
into action. 

“A well thought-out succession
strategy and collaboration between
older generations and younger
generations needs to be planned to
ensure the future vitality of the
Church,” he said.

Social media will mobilise youth into action

alexis Pillay represented south
africa and amnesty International at
the Global youth symposium in
Britain. 

sTaFF rePorTer

IN line with Archbishop Stephen
Brislin’s plans for the whole
archdiocese of Cape Town, St

Ninian’s parish in Kuilsriver has
launched its Small Faith Sharing
Groups (SFG). 

According to parishioner Chris
Collins, “St Ninian’s parishioners
have embarked on a journey of
‘Prayer and Spirituality’ through
their commitment to participate in
Small Group Faith Sharing Fellow-
ship. 

“This is truly a momentous
occasion in the history of St Nin-
ian’s in its 40th anniversary year,”
he said. 

The SFG meetings follow a set
structure which will last no longer
than 90 minutes. Attendees are
encouraged to share, to listen, to
pray and learn about the Catholic
faith. 

Parish priest Fr Thaddeus
Oranusi told his parishioners that
he was excited at seeing the devel-
opment of the SFGs within the
community of Kuilsriver. “It is my
hope and prayer that the seed
being sown here today will be nur-
tured, and its growth be extended

beyond our boundaries.”
Mr Collins said the process

leading up to the launch required
extensive planning in terms of
zone and area demarcation, leader-
ship, registration of families, and
training of individuals. “We also
had discussions with existing
group leaders to ensure that there
is continuity,” he explained.

As part of the launch, more
than 25 parishioners were commis-
sioned to lead the SFGs during a
special Mass. Fr Oranusi also
released 20 doves as a symbolic
gesture of the Holy Spirit.

The first formal SFG meetings
have been held with a common
theme and reading specially pre-
pared for all meetings. According
to Mr Collins, zone leaders report-
ed that a total of 20 SFG meetings
were in session during the first
week. 

“Existing faith sharing groups
are also part of the process. It is
hoped that as more groups are
started, more leaders will emerge,”
Mr Collins said. 

“The journey has just begun,
but we are indeed already blessed
as we prepare to open ourselves to
God’s grace and favour,” he added. 

Small Faith Sharing Groups
launched in Cape Town parish
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sTaFF rePorTer

CHURCH leaders, together
with communities, can play
an important role in secur-

ing decent service delivery, rang-
ing from quality water, education,
security and health services, a
meeting of Christian leaders in the
Free State found. 

Twenty leaders from different
churches in the eastern Free State,
including Bethlehem, Ficksburg
and Clarens met at John Paul II
Centre in Bethelehem, Free State,
to discuss social issues such as the
recent protest marches around the
area and the rest of Southern
Africa. 

The meeting was organised by
the Sekwele Centre for Social
Reflection, also in Bethelehem,
which has been working with rural
communities in the Free State for
the past ten years, including those
that have been protesting since
2004. 

“We should march together
with our communities in solidari-
ty, regardless of race, to demand
quality services and the end to cor-

ruption,” said one minister at the
meeting. 

It was agreed that church offi-
cials “need to plan and organise
with the community leaders…to
always make sure that it is non-
violent and peaceful, respecting
the property and rights of others.”

The meeting expressed concern
that before the May 18 local elec-
tions, political parties imposed
mayors and ward councillors
against the wishes of the elec-
torate. This has major implications
for strengthening democracy in
South Africa and could lead to a
loss of confidence in the electoral
process, the meeting heard.

Fr Mokesh Morar, director of
Sekwele Centre for Social Reflec-
tion, asked whether ordinary citi-
zens properly understand the
strong link between the Integrated
Development Plan of municipali-
ties and the electoral system as set
out in the Constitution.

One church leader said: “We
need start to educating ourselves
about the social issues and not
stand aloof. We need more civic

education within our congrega-
tions. Some people might say we
are talking politics in the church,
but if our people do not have
water, like in Ficksburg, that is a
serious concern for us. We need to
open our eyes to the suffering of
our people, come together and see
what we can do to bring about
social change.” 

One participant complained
about the ease with which taverns
can be established, as well as the
numbers opened next to churches
and schools leading to young peo-
ple frequenting these taverns. It
was agreed that churches can get
involved by opposing the licenses
for taverns near schools and
churches.

The meeting also noted a rise in
satanism in many towns, even in
schools. Participants stressed the
value of regular ecumenical and
interfaith prayer services at schools
to combat that. 

“However, we must keep in
mind that religious education
must start at home, with parents
and the elders,” a participant said. 

Rural church leaders
look at service delivery

By PeTer Knox sJ

THE presenter of this year’s
Winter Living Theology
course will be Jesuit Father

James Corkery SJ (pictured). 
In five winter schools in Johan-

nesburg, Bloemfontein, Durban,
Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, he
will address the topic of the
“Church in the Modern World”
from the Council of Trent to the
“Papacy of Benedict XVI”.

56-year-old Fr Corkery is from
Limerick in Ireland, and went to
school first with the Salesian Sis-
ters and then with the Jesuits. At
the age of 18 he joined the Jesuits
in Dublin and was sent for studies
in Germany, Ireland and the Unit-
ed States. 

For his licenciate thesis, he
wrote on Leonardo Boff’s theory of
grace. For his doctoral thesis he
wrote on the relationship between
human existence and Christian
salvation in the theology of Cardi-
nal Joseph Ratzinger (who subse-
quently became Pope Benedict). 

Fr Corkery is currently an asso-
ciate professor of Systematic The-
ology at the Milltown Institute of
Theology and Philosophy in
Dublin, where he has taught for
the past 20 years.

Fr Corkery has published Joseph
Ratzinger’s Theological Ideas: Wise
Cautions and Legitimate Hopes
(Paulist Press, 2009). 

He has also co-edited a collec-
tion of essays entitled The Papacy
Since 1500: From Italian Prince to
Universal Pastor (Cambridge Uni-

versity Press, 2010.) 
He will share some of the fruit

of these two books in his lecture
series in South Africa.

Fr Corkery has been involved in
the government of the Irish
Jesuits, has been superior of a
number of communities, and rep-
resented the Irish Jesuits at the
General Congregation of the
Jesuits in Rome in 2008.
n For more information about the
Winter Living Theology lectures and
workshops in your city visit
www.jesuitinstitute.org.za or
www.hopeandjoy.org.za or phone
011 482 4614.

Winter Living Theology
course 2011 presenter

Following his election as executive mayor of Johannesburg, Parks Tau, a
catholic, attended Mass at holy Trinity church in Braamfontein. During
Mass he and some of his councillors were given a blessing by parish
priest Fr russell Pollitt sJ. (Photo: Tumelo Meza)  
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A pilgrim’s trek on foot (mostly)
By JUDITh sUDILoVsKy

ANN Milner, 61, sensed
she was being called by
God, so she left her

native England for the nearly
3 000km pilgrimage from Rome
to Jerusalem.

“I wanted to do something
good for the world and I felt I
was being called to walk
again,” said Mrs Milner, who
had also walked the Way of St
James and from Rome to Assisi.
“I have never been a walker,
but I felt I was being called to
do this for spiritual reasons. It
feels like I am doing good. I am
praying for specific people.”

It took her nearly a year to
get to Jerusalem, where she
sought refuge in a convent
because, having spent so much
time on her own, she found the
enclosed environment of the
Old City intimidating.

Mrs Milner walked with a
collection of written prayer
requests from members of her
parish in Hitchin. During her
pilgrimage she stopped and
prayed at every church and
shrine she came across; she said
some parishioners had request-
ed that she place their written
prayers in Jerusalem’s Western
Wall.

“In Turkey, I stopped and
prayed outside mosques
because I felt they were holy
places,” said the soft-spoken
retired computer professional,
Pax Christi  volunteer and
mother of two adult sons. “I
prayed each day for peace.”

Though originally she had
planned to make the entire trek
from Italy through Albania,
Croatia, Greece, Turkey, Syria
and Jordan on foot, the politi-
cal realities of the region forced
her to reconsider, and she
stopped her foot pilgrimage at
Ephesus, Turkey. She travelled
by plane and bus to Israel.

She made the pilgrimage in
two stages, returning to Eng-
land in mid-January to under-
take an eight-day silent Ignat-
ian retreat in preparation for
the next part of her walking
pilgrimage.

At one point, she almost felt
compelled to give up the

pilgrimage after a series of diffi-
cult events took place over a
short period of time as she was
approaching Ephesus. She was
unable to extend her travel
insurance; a child threw a stone
at her; a man who had offered
her a ride on his scooter almost
attacked her; and she ran into a
pack of particularly aggressive
dogs.

“I had walked thousands of
kilometres and never had expe-
riences like that,” Mrs Milner
said. “But because all those
incidents happened quite close
together I got really unnerved.
So I prayed and, in the end, I
felt I could take precautions
and continue, trusting in God.”

She said one of her best
experiences took place in
Kavala, Greece, the port where

St Paul landed. She ran across
what appeared to be an old
Roman road and followed it to
the port. Only afterward did
she discover it might have been
the road St Paul took.

In all ,  people responded
“really brilliantly” to seeing her
in countries with Catholic,
Orthodox and Muslim tradi-
tions, and people would often
stop and ask if  she needed
help, she said.

“They told me how wonder-
ful it  was and how brave I
was,” she said. “But I said I am
not brave, I am trusting in the
power of faith and Our Lord.”

“People’s prayers and faith
kept me going,” she said.

“I am just a small person; I
am not part of an organisation,
but I can do what I can do. I
can pray and I can tell people
what I have done and tell peo-
ple about Pax Christi. 

“I may be totally insignifi-
cant, but if just one person
begins to pray for peace or
becomes more open-minded
because of what I have done,
then it has been worth-
while.”—CNS

By sarah DeLaney

POPE Benedict has said that
the Book of Psalms from
the Old Testament is a

timeless and powerful “prayer
book” that teaches Christians
how to communicate with
God.

The 150 “inspired songs”
were originally gathered by the
Jewish people, but were
prophetic of the coming of
Jesus Christ, the pope said at a
general audience in St Peter’s
Square.

Indeed, he said, the prayers
from the Book of Psalms were
used by Jesus himself, “thus
revealing their full and pro-
found meaning”.

The pope recently has dis-
cussed the importance of
prayer in his weekly catechism

talks, concentrating on Old
Testament figures and the rele-
vance of their stories to con-
temporary Christians.

Pope Benedict said the
prayers, or songs, manifested
all the shades of human nature,
emotions and faith, making
them particularly relevant
today for their ability to “teach
us how to pray”.

Everyone can relate to the
complex and often contradicto-
ry expressions of the human
condition found in the Psalms,
the pope said, citing “joy and
suffering, desire for God and
feelings of unworthiness, hap-
piness and sense of abandon-
ment, faith in God and painful
solitude, fullness of life and
fear of death”.

The pope said that the
prayers in the Book of Psalms

showed the inseparable inter-
twining of supplication,
laments and praise. Believers
pray to God lamenting a condi-
tion but asking for intercession,
knowing they will be heard by
a good and merciful God.
Prayers of praise are offered
when supplications have been
answered or confessions
received with forgiveness, he
said.

Many of the psalms are
attributed to David, the king of
Israel who, the pope said, “was
a complex figure, an indefatiga-
ble seeker of God” and was
someone who foreshadowed
the coming and mystery of
Christ.

King David, he said, “knew
the value of supplication and
of praise” in expressing his
prayers.—CNS

Pope: Psalms help us speak with God

By sarah DeLaney

A VATICAN diplomat has
called on the UN agency
that deals with human

rights to investigate the case of
Farah Hatim, a 24-year-old Pak-
istani Christian woman who
had been kidnapped, forced to
convert to Islam and marry.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi,
the Vatican’s representative to
UN organisations in Geneva,
said Ms Hatim’s kidnapping and
forced conversion are emblem-
atic of abuse of freedom of con-
science and religion in Pakistan.

He made his remarks in an
interview with the Vatican mis-
sionary news agency Fides. 

Fides has reported that Ms
Hatim, a nurse, was kidnapped
on May 8 from the city of
Rahim Yar Khan by a Muslim
man with the intent of marry-
ing her and forcing a religious
conversion. 

Archbishop Tomasi said Ms
Hatim’s kidnapping was one of
many similar cases and that
freedom of religion was a criti-
cal problem in Pakistan. 

He said that while the
Catholic Church, Catholic
humanitarian organisations and
some state officials were work-
ing to obtain her freedom, the
UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights should look into

her situation. 
One of the main problems,

he said, was a Pakistani justice
system that does not protect the
rights of minorities.

Fides says that as many as
700 women, mostly Christian
and Hindu, have been forced to
marry and convert to Islam
against their will.

Archbishop Tomasi said that
the kidnapping of Ms Hatim
and the other women consti-
tutes “a violation of human
rights, of the liberty of con-
science and religion, an abuse of
personal liberty and the free-
dom to live one’s own life”.—
CNS

Vatican diplomat calls on Un to investigate

woman’s forced conversion to Islam

ann Milner, 61, set out in June 2010 to walk on a nearly 3 000km pil-
grimage from rome to Jerusalem. she is pictured in november 2010
south of Dubrovnik, croatia. (Photo courtesy ann Milner)



REPRESENTATIVES of Ango-
la’s religious denomina-
tions have appealed for the

creation of mechanisms to con-
trol the proliferation of indepen-
dent churches and regulate their
activities in Angola.

The proposal came in the
final communiqué of the Forum
on the Religious Phenomenon in
Angola, promoted by the min-
istry of culture.

Conceição Saldanha, a dele-
gate participating in the forum,
said that currently there are more
than 900 churches in Angola—
and some of them do not dedi-
cate their works to the salvation
of souls.

Without disclosing the name
of the churches, he said some of
these religious congregations
have been taking advantage of
people’s poverty and lack of edu-
cation by preaching a supposed
salvation by “miracles”.

The proposal recommended
that interreligious dialogue
should be promoted.—CISA
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People attend a prayer vigil in st Peter’s square at the Vatican in honour
of Pope Benedict’s 60th anniversary of priestly ministry. The pope was
ordained on June 29, 1951, in Germany. (Photo: Katarzyna artymiak,
catholic Press Photo/cns) 

Pope: Hedonism can kill morality
By caroL GLaTz

HEDONISM clouds people’s
judgment and risks annihi-
lating morality, Pope Bene-

dict has said.
It also fools people into think-

ing their real worth lies in their
social or personal standing and
their ability to control reality, he
said during a one-day visit to the
Republic of San Marino, a tiny
nation completely surrounded by
Italy.

Like many Western nations, San
Marino today faces many difficul-
ties and challenges, the pope said
in his homily during a Mass held at
an open-air stadium.

Such difficulties are caused most
of all by “hedonistic models that
cloud the mind and risk quashing
morality altogether,” he told some
22 000 people in attendance,
which included people who came
from surrounding Italian cities.

“The temptation has crept in
that says man’s richness is not
faith, but his personal and social
power, his intelligence, his culture
and his ability to scientifically,
technologically and socially

manipulate reality,” he said.
Despite its deep roots in Chris-

tianity and that the population of
about 31 800 is predominantly
Catholic, even San Marino has
seen religious faith and Christian
values being usurped by other “pre-
sumed riches, which in the end,
turn out to be inconsistent and
unable to support the great
promise of the truth, the good, the
beautiful and the just, which, for
centuries, your forefathers identi-
fied with the experience of faith”,
said the pope. 

The crisis families are experienc-
ing, too, is “worsened by the wide-
spread psychological and spiritual
fragility of couples”, he said.

The pope called on the Church
to promote a Christian way of life
and asked all citizens to step up to
the challenges of the present day
by tapping into their country’s
“precious deposit” of Christian val-
ues and traditions.—CNS

Pope Benedict arrives to celebrate a
Mass at an open-air stadium in ser-
ravalle, san Marino. about 22 000
people attented the Mass. (Photo:
Giampiero sposito, reuters/cns)

Angola overrun
by new churches

Berlin will need a big venue
for pope’s September Mass

By sarah DeLaney

SO many people want to see
Pope Benedict celebrate Mass
in Berlin in September that

organisers are considering holding
the event in the Olympic stadium
which was originally built under
Adolf Hitler, the papal trip planner
said.

More than 50 000 people have
requested tickets for the September
22 event, Alberto Gasbarri said.
That puts the original Berlin site
planned for the Mass, which holds
up to 25 000 spectators, out of the
running, Mr Gasbarri said.

The stadium, built to hold the
controversial 1936 Olympics,
holds up to 80 000 people—and if
requests continue at the same
pace, Mr Gasbarri said, “that will
be too small as well”. 

In that case, another location
will have to be found. The
Olympiastadion, which was com-
pletely refurbished for the 2006

FIFA World Cup, is just one option
the Vatican is considering. A final
choice will be made when Mr Gas-
barri visits Berlin at the end of
June.

Mr Gasbarri pointed out that
Pope John Paul II had celebrated
Mass in the Olympic stadium in
1996.

The September 22-25 visit will
be German-born Pope Benedict’s
third trip to his home country
since his election in 2005.—CNS

Berlin’s olympiastadion, seen in May
before the German cup final, might
be too small for a papal Mass.

By caroL GLaTz

THE Vatican will host an
international congress to
promote the use of adult

stem cells as a safe, effective and
ethical means to fight degenera-
tive diseases.

The congress, to be held from
November 9-11, will also feature
speakers who support embryonic
stem cell research”, said Fr
Tomasz Trafny, an official with
the Pontifical Council for Cul-
ture. The Church is opposed to
the use of embryonic stem cells
since it involves the destruction
of the human embryo.

The congress, organised by
the Vatican’s councils for Culture
and Health Care Ministry as well
as the Pontifical Academy for
Life, is being held in conjunction
with the international biophar-
maceutical company, NeoStem.

The congress will be the cul-
ture council and the biotech
firm’s first major collaborative
project since they forged an
agreement in 2010 to work
together to educate people about
the benefits of adult stem-cell
research.

The interdisciplinary congress
will feature expert speakers from
the fields of medicine, health
and ethics.

Fr Trafny said that proponents
of embryonic stem cell research
will have an “opportunity to
defend their position” and give
their reasons for pursuing a field
that is not only unethical, but
has not yet produced any con-
crete benefits.

He said some governments
may be investing money in
embryonic rather than adult stem
cell research because most gov-
ernment officials making these
decisions are not medical experts
and are influenced by others to
choose which path to take.

That is also why the target
audience for the congress will be
people “who do not have a real
scientific background” such as
policymakers, lawyers, govern-
ment representatives, bishops
and journalists.—CNS
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REFERRING to Fr Johan Stry-
dom’s letter of June 8, we could

go much further in the “updating”
of the “Our Father”.

Many people whose mother-
tongue is not English would like to

understand and pronounce it
properly. (It seems very difficult to
break away from archaic English).

My version would be: “Our
heavenly Father, holy is your
name. Make us accept your king-

dom and do your will as it is done
in heaven. Feed us each day with
Bread from heaven. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive trespasses
against us, and let us not give in to
temptation but free us all from
evil. Amen.”

Bishop Ernest Baay SCJ,
Retired of Port Elizabeth

The Editor reserves the right to shorten or edit published letters. Letters below 300 words receive
preference. Pseudonyms are acceptable only under special circumstances and at the Editor’s discre-
tion. Name and address of the writer must be supplied. No anonymous letter will be considered.

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Doing penance

I FOUND it hard to work out if
Chris Moerdyk was being seri-

ous, or whether had his tongue
planted firmly in his cheek, when
he bemoaned the restoration of
compulsory Friday abstinence
from meat in England and Wales
(June 1). 

His reference to “punishing
butchers” and greens being the
work of the devil incline me to
think he was being facetious. This
impression is strengthened by his
professed view that penance is less
necessary now than in the Middle
Ages. Surely Mr Moerdyk cannot
be serious.

Penance, self-denial and morti-
fication—in various forms—are a
staple of the Christian life, in
every age. Are we less sinful now,
than our ancestors? Are we holier,
as individuals and as nations? Or is
it simply that our sense of sin and
of the need to do penance is so
watered down in this day and age? 

And does Mr Moerdyk really
think that personal penance and
the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy are mutually exclusive?  

Friday abstinence is a centuries-
old tradition of the Church—long
a kind of “Catholic badge”, ren-
dered effectively optional, though
still encouraged, during the 1960s.
The 1983 Code of Canon Law still
requires it, though permits local
hierarchies to substitute other
forms of penance, in commemora-
tion of Our Lord’s Passion and
Death? 

In Southern Africa, we are per-
mitted to substitute some other
form of penance or self-denial, or
perform works of piety or charity
on Friday, if we choose to eat
meat. 

One wonders how many of us
remember to observe Friday in any
way. No compulsory Friday absti-
nence means that there is no uni-
fied witness, no common disci-
pline, uniting us all in this regard. 

For those who say that fish and
chips is hardly a penance; well,
perhaps this is true. But try being
told one may not have that
sausage, that steak pie, or that
chop! 

As for those who seldom or
never eat meat, the English bish-
ops have decreed that they must
abstain from some other food that
forms a regular part of their diet. 

For this reason, I believe the

restoration of compulsory Friday
abstinence from meat is a positive
and encouraging move on the part
of the English and Welsh bishops.
May they be only the first of many
bishops’ conferences to do so!

Nicholas Mitchell, 
Port Elizabeth

Moerdyk hit the
nail on the head

I HAVE often wondered why par-
ents cannot (or is it: do not want

to) perceive that the main task of
rearing God’s little ones is to foster
their independent thought and
actions that become creative build-
ing blocks for the solid foundation
of our inalienable contribution
towards the Kingdom God so
desires us to be part of.  

Most parents (and misguided
leaders) seem to only want small
moulds of themselves.   

Chris Moerdyk (June 8): as a
mother, a retired teacher/lecturer
of almost 30 years and a grand-
mother, by the fact of your lancing
publication in honour of educa-
tional truths, I hereby pin to your
courage and joie de vivre the win-
ning rosette, first class, number
one.  

Felicity Brokensha, Cape Town

In communion, but
anti-Vatican II

HAS John Lee (May 25) forgot-
ten that not only the Fraterni-

ty of St Pius X is” living in the
past” with the True Faith, but we
can add to it various traditional
orders that are in communion
with the Holy Father. They have
some similar problems with Vati-
can II.  

At Easter, I had the opportunity
to attend Holy Mass in the old rite
in a church bought by a tradition-
alist Catholic near Zwartemeer,
Netherlands. It was celebrated by
an emeritus Sacred Heart mission-
ary priest who stays on his own,

ignored by his order and looking
after some faithful who ask for
“the past” sacraments.

Remember, what is current to-
day is old tomorrow. Our Only
True Faith and Religious Thoughts
do not change, like the Protes-
tants, otherwise we are in error.

In practice, Mr Lee, we can dif-
fer; hence “yours” face the people,
“mine” face the altar and the
cross.

John Reilmann, Johannesburg

Who’s faithful?

KERRY Swift in his letter “Uni-
versal Church: whom to

believe” (June 15) poses a rhetori-
cal question, but I am wondering
why it was asked in the first
instance. 

Perhaps John Lee (May 25) was
referring to the same people that
the pope in his Summorum Pontifi-
cum (2007) refers to. 

For a primary example, consider
the statement in the article on the
new instructions regarding the Tri-
dentine Mass issued by Ecclesia
Dei: “The faithful who ask for cele-
bration of the Tridentine rite must
not belong to or support groups
that contest the pope or the validi-
ty of the Mass and sacraments...in
the ordinary [vernacular] form…”

How can people be referred to
by the pope himself as “the faith-
ful” while contesting  the pope
and/or any teaching on what is
valid or invalid?  

It is mind boggling when one
considers that a movement like
We Are Church SA, who want to
address the other half of the mes-
sage contained in the Vatican II
constitution Gaudium et Spes (“the
fears and anxieties” of all the faith-
ful) are considered by some in the
hierarchy to be “going against the
teaching authority of the Church”.

Yes, whom shall we believe?
Rosemary Gravenor, Durban

No song for Mass

AT a Mass I attended recently,
the congregation sang “Happy

Birthday” for a parishioner, just
before the final blessing. 

Are we not going to church to
honour God? Where is the respect
for the Blessed Sacrament? Does
the happy birthday and clapping
hands really belong in the
Catholic Church? 

Monica Heymeriks, Pretoria

Towards good business

IN his 2009 encyclical Caritas in
Veritate (Charity in Truth),
Pope Benedict said that busi-

nesses cannot be ethically neu-
tral: either they serve the com-
mon good in all they do, or they
don’t. 

These ethics, the pope said,
must be “people-centred”, serv-
ing not only the stockholders,
but all the stakeholders—includ-
ing workers, community and
consumers.

The pope in his encyclical
demanded “a profoundly new
way of understanding business
enterprise”, one that is rooted in
the ethics of honesty and solidar-
ity, and one which replaces the
primacy of profit for the primacy
of the person. 

At a Church-hosted confer-
ence on business ethics, held in
Rome in mid-June, Vatican secre-
tary of state Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone stated the Church’s posi-
tion bluntly: “We need business
leaders with a social conscience,
leaders who see their work as part
of a new social contract with the
public and civil society.”

Cardinal Bertone touches on a
key issue: the social contract. All
of our civilisation is predicated
on the social contract—the mutu-
al understanding that we abide
by certain written and unwritten
rules, and that its violation must
produce consequences. The social
contract is what stands between
us and anarchy.

So when the Church leader-
ship calls for a “new social con-
tract”, it is saying that in the free
market system, the relationship
between business, labour, con-
sumer and society in general is
broken.

When the pope places the
foundations for that “new way of
understanding business enter-
prise” within the Gospel, he is
giving enterprises a blueprint that
also makes temporal sense in the
pursuit of the common good.

Corporations may well protest
that through their philanthropic
activities and social responsibility
programmes they are contribut-
ing to the common good. While
these may be commendable, if
they are carried out for reasons
other than publicity and satisfy-
ing quotas, they are not enough.

At the Rome conference, Pro-
fessor Daniel K Finn, who teaches
economics and theology in Col-
legeville, Minnesota, listed four
fundamentals for genuinely ethi-
cal commercial activity, which
require innovative engagement
by business, government and
civil society. 

Firstly the moral behaviour of
individuals and organisations
must be modified, diminishing
selfish impulses of greed and
rampant consumerism. Secondly,
the market requires some regula-
tion and legal structure to “pre-
vent the worst abuses”. Thirdly,
jobs must be created, not slashed,
and those in need must be direct-
ly assisted by means that include
vocational training programmes.
Lastly, civil society must organise
itself to help advance the differ-
ent needs of society and push
towards institutional reform.

Individuals may regard them-
selves powerless, but they can
contribute to a more ethical com-
mercial environment. It requires
that they be well informed about
where business is acting against
the common good—whether it
be environmental destruction by
corporations or dishonest con-
duct by local producers—and
about what they can do about it. 

Pope Benedict in Caritas in
Veritate counsels that consumers
have an obligation towards busi-
ness ethics themselves: “It is good
for people to realise that purchas-
ing is always a moral—and not
simply economic—act. Hence the
consumer has a specific social
responsibility, which goes hand-
in-hand with the social responsi-
bility of the enterprise.”

This means that consumers
ought to be informed about the
provenance of the goods they
buy (for example, whether they
were produced by a corporation
that exploits its workers, or by a
company that engages in price-
fixing), and make their purchas-
ing decisions accordingly.

More than that, consumers
should be vocal about transgres-
sion by businesses. That starts by
protesting when producers
employ furtive tricks to exploit
consumers and standing in soli-
darity with workers when their
labour disputes have merit.
Sometimes that might mean
making personal sacrifices—a
very Christian attribute. 

Few things are as persuasive to
business as consumers withhold-
ing their patronage.

The Church in particular can
play a role on the parish level by
raising awareness about the way
we interact with business, and in
mobilising against unethical
behaviours in commerce.

In Caritas in Veritate, Pope
Benedict pointed out that every
economic decision has a moral
consequence. This applies to the
CEO of a multinational corpora-
tion and it applies to the con-
sumer in the shop. 

Editor: Günther Simmermacher

The Lord’s Prayer put plainly

opinions expressed in The Southern
Cross, especially in Letters to the editor,
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
editor or staff of the newspaper, or of the
catholic hierarchy. The letters page in par-
ticular is a forum in which readers may
exchange opinions on matters of debate.
Letters must not be understood to neces-
sarily reflect the teachings, disciplines or
policies of the church accurately. 
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I REMEMBER as a child reading a futur-
istic description of a telephone. It
would be half television set (black and

white, of course) and half phone. 
I was amazed at the possibility. My

mother said she would never be able to
make a phone call without visiting the
beauty parlour. 

Just since last Christmas, my extended
family has discovered Skype. Skype is a
way of making live video phone calls with
a computer over the Internet. With an
attached camera, you can chat face-to-
face in living colour with anyone else
anywhere in the world with similar equip-
ment. What was science fiction in my
youth is now a reality.

I want to make two points here, both
related to our reading of the gospels. First,
means of communication have vastly
changed in 2 000 years. Second, the more
things change, the more they stay the
same.

Whether we are prayerfully reading
one of the gospels on our own, or atten-
tively listening to a liturgical proclama-
tion of the Gospel, a well-informed, faith-
ful reception of the Good News depends
in part on our capacity to negotiate the
vast difference in time and culture
between ourselves and the human
authors of the sacred text.

The gospels, however, are timeless, and
each one communicates the Good News
of Christ in its own way to every genera-
tion. What many modern readers of the
New Testament sometimes miss, by being
modern readers, is that the gospels are a
unique form of literature. To be read as
they were intended, we have to shed our-
selves of some assumptions we usually
make when we pick up a modern text and
begin reading.

Today, when a modern reader takes up

one of the gospels, he or she could easily
make the assumption that it is simply a
biography of Jesus Christ. A common fea-
ture of many biographies is that they tell
the story of a person’s life, usually in a
sequential manner and hopefully with
studious care for historical accuracy. For
sure, the gospels tell us much about Jesus’
life, but a careful examination also tells us
they leave a great deal out.

If we only had Mark and John, we
would know nothing about Jesus’ birth. If
we only had Matthew, Mark and Luke, we
might think Jesus had an active ministry
that lasted only a year. If the gospels were
biographies in the modern sense, we
might wonder about the amazing differ-
ences between John and the other
gospels. But each of the gospels has a spe-
cial purpose that we don’t encounter in
modern writings.

This brings us to one very important
way the gospels are more like a video
phone call than they are like reading a
contemporary biography from a library
shelf. When we get to see a loved one’s
face and have a conversation together, a
primary objective is to be with that per-
son. We get to bask, as nearly as possible

in this digital age, in the presence of the
person we love.

Important information gets shared, for
sure; otherwise, why not silence the
speaker and microphone? With the
gospels, the information we are given is
absolutely vital to our life as Christians,
but it is not given to us for the simple
sake of having information about a his-
torical person of great religious conse-
quence. The information is vital because,
when we respond in faith, we are brought
into the personal presence of Christ.

As John says: “Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of [his] disci-
ples that are not written in this book. But
these are written that you may [come to]
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through this belief you
may have life in his name”(20:30-31).

John’s gospel is an invitation to share
in the same life with Jesus that he
revealed to his disciples. John’s invitation
to life in Christ is not unique. 

We find it in all the gospels. Each
offers the invitation in its own, special
way, but for all their differences, their
invitations are to the same Jesus who calls
to all: “Come, follow me” (Mt 19:21; Mk
10:21; Lk 18:22).

n Clifford M Yeary is an associate director of
Little Rock Scripture Study in Arkansas. This
article was originally published in the
Arkansas Catholic, newspaper of the diocese
of Little Rock. This concludes the series of 13
articles by Clifford Yeary and Catherine
Upchurch that explored the four gospels.

Why the gospels are much like Skype

AT the risk of sounding pessimistic,
I must admit that South African
political elections depress me.  

With every election that passes I get
more convinced that South Africans are
becoming increasingly alienated from
each other, especially along race and
ethnic lines.

Indeed voting patterns and political
allegiances are becoming less fixed,
increasingly based on issues—but still, a
greater part of it is based on identity
politics and nostalgia of the past. You
find enlightened people holding multi-
ple and overlapping political identities
there and then, but the majority is not
like that.

When we think deeper about it, our
major failure is in finding or creating a
collective meaning about the soul of our
country, what is termed “nationhood”.
We talk about “truth and reconcilia-
tion”, and then prefer to remain in our
comfort zone where things are familiar,
where we do not need to be challenged
by the truth of reality. 

Of course, most excuse themselves by
saying it is not in their own power to
change things, they can only do their
beat. Well, it is exactly our best that is
lacking. If we did our best, evil would
not reign supreme. 

We see the resurgence of xenophobia,
but what do we do beyond being horri-
fied in front of our TVs? Have you
noticed the growth rate of infant mortal-
ity, children dying of malnutrition and
controllable diseases like diarrhoea, and
so on? And what did you do about it?

Silence amidst unfair conditions is a
moral disease of the so-called decent
people, who do not want to be involved
or radical. 

The thing I  l ike about Jesus,  the
Christ, is that he didn’t fear to be radi-
cal. He whipped the money lenders in
front of the house of prayer. He called
Herod a fox. He would not be complicit
in the hypocrisies of Pharisees, Sad-
ducees and high priests, though he was
aware it could spell his death. He even
called one of his trusted friend, Peter, a
devil.    

It was the great Nazi camp survivor
Primo Levi who said: “Every age has its
own fascism and we see the warning
signs wherever the concentration of
power denies citizens the possibility and
the means of expressing and acting on
their own free will. 

“There are many ways of reaching
this point, and not just through the ter-
ror of police intimidation, but by deny-
ing and distorting information, by
undermining systems of justice, by
paralysing the education system, and by
spreading in a myriad subtle ways nos-
talgia for a world where order reigned,
and where the security of a privileged
few depends on the forced labour and
the forced silence of the many.” 

Levi went to say the practice of mak-
ing excuses for evil—especially one that
buys our own convenience—“is a moral
disease or an aesthetic affectation or a
sinister sign of complicity; above all, it
is a precious service rendered (inten-
t ionally or  not)  to the negators  of
truth”. 

We make excuses for evil when we
keep quiet about something we know to
be wrong just because we want positions
of influence or wealth, or it would not
be convenient to our sense of selves to
admit and act on the truth. When we
think the duty of reconciliation, and
admitting to our complicity or gain
from the operations of evil. When we do
all of this we are rendering service to the
negators of truth. 

In my mind these are the reasons
why we can’t find each other in South
Africa; somehow we render service more
to the negators of truth than to the
truth.  

As I see it, we are heading for the dis-
mal prospect envisioned by psycholo-
gists, where the so-called advance of
human civilisation brings not happiness
but an ever mounting tide of anger and
guilt.  

We will only end up with the elusive
forms of absolution, because we negate
truth.   

We want a situation where it must be
others who conform to our ways and
not us to theirs. We are hostile and sus-
picious of foreign ways. Faults we find
aplenty, not in ourselves but in others,
and we are ready to excuse ourselves and
judge others harshly. 

The way to the Kingdom of God, as
preached by Jesus, the Christ, is not this.
It is by removing the beam in our eye
before seeing the mote in others.  

Making excuses for evil

Clifford M Yeary

hearing the Good news

Mphuthumi
Ntabeni

Pushing Boundaries

Michael Shackleton

open Door

Was the Last Supper
on Wednesday?

British scientist Colin Humphreys recently pro-
posed from an ancient Jewish calendar that the
Last Supper took place on the Wednesday of
Holy Week, a day earlier than the traditional
Maundy Thursday, and that the date of Easter
can now be fixed. Please comment and explain.

Neville Gallichan

THE day on which the Church liturgically
commemorates the Last Supper has been
fixed as Maundy Thursday, as you point out.

Yet there has been some debate about whether this
day is historically accurate.

The problem arises from the gospels themselves.
Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16 and Luke 22:7-
13 say that the supper was the Passover meal eaten
on the evening of Thursday before Jesus’ trial and
execution on Good Friday. John 13:1-13 says that
the Last Supper took place before the festival of the
Passover, presumably on the Wednesday evening.

This anomaly has had many explanations. Per-
haps the most simple is that John was using the
solar calendar in which Wednesday remained
Wednesday until midnight. On the other hand,
the synoptic gospels followed the Jewish lunar cal-
endar according to which a day began at sunset
and ended at the next sunset. (Our Saturday vigil
Mass imitates this, where we celebrate the Sunday
liturgy on the Saturday evening.) So, when the
Synoptics speak of Thursday, they are referring to
after sunset on Wednesday, when the Passover
would have begun.

Colin Humphreys, in his book The Mystery of the
Last Supper published in April, does not agree with
this. He ignores the differences between the Synop-
tics and John and claims that his research and an
ancient Jewish calendar support the contention
that the Last Supper took place on the Wednesday.

His findings are not likely to rock the world of
scriptural scholarship. Biblical critics have frequent-
ly applied a number of ancient non-Jewish and
non-Roman calendars, such as those of the Essenes,
when trying to make sense of scriptural dates and
times, including the day of the Last Supper. 

However, a question that still puzzles the critics
is this. Jesus was arrested on Thursday night and
crucified on Friday before sunset. How is it possible
that his separate interrogations by Annas, the San-
hedrin, Pilate, Herod Antipas and Pilate again, and
then his lengthy lashing, mocking and crucifixion
could have been squeezed into about 12 hours at
the most? 

Humphreys’ proposition that the Last Supper
was on Wednesday at least allows for more time
for these events.
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Alberton (011) 907 8676
Benoni (011) 422 2331
Heidelberg (016) 349 5886
Boksburg (011) 892 5186
Randburg (011) 678 2436
Lephalale (Ellisras)
Mike or Annette (014) 763 3147

STOCKISTS OF: Paint, Hardware, Geysers, Roll-
up garage doors, Sink tops, Bosch Power Tools.

ALL AT THE VERY BEST PRICES!
Looking to open franchises in ALL areas.

If interested please contact 
Nero or Gerald on 083 4606650

J.M.J
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sr ann Genevieve Lee Msh received her ring
from Bishop Michael coleman of Port elizabeth
at st Patrick’s in Grahamstown during her final
profession at the vigil Mass of the assumption.  

Itseng Mashadza and Kabelo enele received their
first communion at st Patrick's cBc in Kimberley
during the school's ascension Mass which was led by
Fr John hubbart of st Mary’s parish in Kimberley.
(submitted by stienie Mangiola )

phone: 021 880 0242  (Monday to Friday)

fax: 021 880 0253

e-mail: cbcstel@gmail.com

post: Po Box 142, stellenbosch, 7599

visit: Paradyskloof rd (off r44 to strand)

KRUGER PARK
VIVA SAFARIS

(Member of SATSA)

SCHEDULED DAILY SAFARIS TO KRUGER PARK
Fly-in and overland tours. See www.vivasafaris.com

Reservations: 
082 450 9930   Trevor       

082 444 7654   Piero       082 506 9641   Anthony

Viva Safaris is engaged with 
4 projects aimed at the upliftment
of the Acornhoek community,
including the COMBONI 
MISSIONARIES’ OUTSTATION

www.volunteersafaris.co.za Father Xico with partially
completed church building

a celebration of
Golden Jubilee of
Profession was
held for Benedic-
tine sisters of st
alban's (pictured
with staffs) sr
Michaele, sr
Thoma and sister
andrea at Little
Flower convent in
eshowe. Pictured
with Benedictine
sisters are Bishop
xolelo Thaddeus
Kumalo of
eshowe and Fr
ruprecht wolf.
(submitted by
Patricia swart)

a mission took place
at the church of the
resurrection in Table
View, cape Town,
with missionary
priests. Fr siswe
zungu is pho-
tographed with rita
Foster and Mike
Miller. (submitted by
roberta Foster)

Send photographs, with sender’s name and address on the back, and a SASE to:
The Southern Cross, Community Pics, Box 2372, Cape Town, 8000  

or email them to: pics@scross.co.za

IINN  FFOOCC UUSS

Edited by: Lara Moses

chris sharpe
(right), a philoso-
phy graduate of

the salesian Philo-
sophical study

house in Tanza-
nia, and rafael

Bembe (left), a 2nd
year student of

salesian philoso-
phy, reached the
top of Mount Kili-

manjaro. (submit-
ted by clarence

watts)

The small parish of
Jericho in Umzim-
Kulu diocese,
Kwazulu-natal,
had big reasons to
be joyful as three
parishioners
received an apos-
tolic blessing from
Pope Benedict xVI
for their hard work
in the parish. seen
with their parish
priest Fr Jaroslaw
antoni Kucharczyk
are (from left) U
Khumalo, Imelda
Magcaba and a
Barret. (submitted
by Teddy 
Magcaba)



FOCUS

IS it possible that sometimes
prayer does not provide all the
answers? Is seeking professional

help advised? And if one does so,
does one have to find a Catholic
professional? 

These are some of the questions
raised by those in need of coun-
selling. Sometimes spiritual direc-
tion is appropriate, but sometimes
psychotherapy is required. Accord-
ing to two Catholic psychologists
both can coexist and both can
contribute to a better life. 

Fr Victor Kotze of Martindale
parish in Johannesburg said he
decided to study psychology when
his parish opened a counselling
centre. “One thing I really liked
about being a priest was the coun-
selling, so I decided to take it one
step further and study towards a
degree in clinical psychology,” the
priest said.  

While some might suggest that
faith direction is all one needs to
live a happy life, Fr Kotze believes
psychotherapy does have a place
in a Catholic’s life. “Even the Vati-
can II document Gaudium et Spes
states that religion must always
take into account the insights of
psychology,” Fr Kotze said, adding
that Catholicism understands the
two disciplines are mutually bene-
ficial and both vitally important. 

“But it all depends on the indi-
vidual and their needs,” explained
Fr Kotze, who is both a practising
priest and practising psychothera-
pist. 

Sharon Melrose, a Catholic psy-
chologist from Cape Town, said
her qualification as a psychologist
is professional, while her “qualifi-
cation” as a Catholic is a personal
choice, and both can coexist and

work to the benefit of others. 
“I am centred in my belief sys-

tem, and as such have no desire to
challenge those whose belief sys-
tem differs from mine. As a profes-
sional, you are expected to be able
to counsel individuals from all
walks of life and from all different
belief systems, from atheist to Bud-
dhist, from Christian to Jew. Hav-
ing true empathy calls for you to
professionally immerse yourself in
your client’s world and accept
their truth and their experiences,
no matter how that may differ
from your own,” said Mrs Melrose. 

Fr Kotze said it wasn’t a ques-
tion of going to a Catholic psy-
chologist—that’s not the most
important thing. “The most
important is going to a good psy-
chologist. A good psychologist
would never impose personal
beliefs. A good psychologist will
always respect one’s religious
beliefs.” 

However, Mrs Melrose said
often people have a strong need
for counselling within their own
belief system. “Many Christian
denominations have trained
parishioners to be lay-counsellors
in which the main focus may be
for prayerful intervention. This
certainly does have a place and
many people find immense psy-
chological relief from this
process.” 

Mrs Melrose added as Catholics,
we have the sacrament of confes-
sion, which really is “an opportu-
nity to do honest reflections and
share personal doubt, inadequacies
and sin with Christ in the presence
of a priest. This process often too
serves to provide the individual
with this same sense of psycholog-
ical and spiritual relief.” But, she
added, this is what all psycholo-
gists offer regardless of one’s faith. 

Fr Kotze said Catholic counsel-
lors are equipped to understand
where Catholics are coming from,
but when a problem escalates, it is
more important to get to someone
who is appropriately trained to
handle such situations. It is more

important to get to a “good psy-
chologist than a Catholic counsel-
lor”. 

“Many priests today refer peo-
ple to psychologists. A priest may
realise the situation is beyond his
competence and suggest profes-
sional help,” said Fr Kotze. Depres-
sion is an example of something
that should almost always be
referred to a professional. 

“In many instances individuals
or a couple or family may be over-
whelmed with their current situa-
tion and an objective discussion
concluded by prayerful interven-
tion may be enough. However,
there are many instances where
there is a very clear and definite
need to delve deeper into the fac-
tors that are causing emotional
and psychological distress,” said
Mrs Melrose. 

FATHER Kotze said psychology
does not offer advice. “It helps

one explore their own life and dis-
cover their own solutions by try-
ing to evoke their own personal
wisdom.” 

He said that spiritual direction
has God at the centre and scripture
is used for guidance. “Psychology
places the individual at the centre
and is non-directive,” he said.
They are different and can coexist. 

“Although I am a practising
Catholic,” said Mrs Melrose, “that
does not mean that I only counsel
fellow Christians. My clients
are religiously, socially and
culturally diverse.” 

Sometimes she has to ask
for explanations and clarity
regarding issues which are
different to her own experi-
ences. “This serves to give
me more knowledge and
insight, and allows me to
understand their motiva-
tions and behaviours bet-
ter.”

She said her Catholic
beliefs have assisted her life
as a psychotherapist. “As a
Christian, I am able to reach
out to all who cross my path

professionally, knowing that my
guidance comes from Christ. My
training may have provided the
theoretical knowledge, [but] my
Christ gives me the insight to truly
understand and reach out to those
in emotional distress from wherev-
er they are in their lives.”

Mrs Melrose currently works at
Cornerstone, a higher education
institute based on Christian values
where she teaches psychology to
those who wish to enter into
Christian ministry. 

“Too often prayer has been the
therapy of choice when an indi-
vidual has in factbeen suffering

from more serious psychological
distress which has called for pro-
fessional intervention in addition
to prayer. By ensuring that those
who enter the ministry are trained
in psychology, it is hoped that the
clergy will be in a better position
to realise when something more
than prayer is needed,” she
explained. 

Fr Kotze said if someone was
troubled—spiritual direction will
offer them the answer according to
the scriptures. But sometimes, the
cure to one’s problems is helping
them discover their own answers.
This is the role of psychology.  
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HOLY SITES TRAVEL
TEL: 082 975 0034 / FAX: 086 552 9648  

E-MAIL:elna@holysites.co.za

WEB SITE: www.holysites.co.za

Join us on a pilgrimage to the holy Land 
as we explore the cradle of christianity 

and follow the Footsteps of Jesus.

VISIT:
Pray in the holy Grotto where Gabriel 

appeared to The Virgin Mary
Visit the holy Manger where Jesus was born
sea of Galilee – by its waters Jesus chose his

first disciples
renew your baptismal vows in the Jordan river

walk the Via Dolorosa
Light a candle for your loved ones on calvary

For more details contact Elna Ferreira

Tel: 082 975 0034

If you wish to know more about us, contact:

The Vocations Directress at

Is God

calling you

to the

Religious

Life in the

Franciscan

Family?

we Franciscan sisters of the Immaculate-

conception strengthen our relationship

with God by prayer in order to serve him

and his people. we work with all age-

groups and where the church needs us.

PO Box 2912, Middelburg, 1050.

Tel (013) 243 3410, 072 213 4671

St Francis

How compatible are 

psychotherapy and the

Catholic faith? cLaIre 

MaThIeson asked two

Catholic psychologists.

Psychologist sharon Melrose (forth from left) with students of cornerstone, a
higher education institute based on christian values, where she teaches psy-
chotherapy techniques.

Can psychology and faith coexist?



MOVE over, Spider-Man.
Here come some new
comic-book heroes.

Among this new breed of
heroes are Pope Benedict XVI,
The apostle St Paul and Old Tes-
tament figure Judith.

They are the stars of comic
books done in a style older gener-
ations never saw in the comic-
book racks growing up. The genre
is called manga, a Japanese genre
of cartoons and comic books, and
Jonathan Lin, who runs Manga
Hero, may well be the world’s
only publisher of Catholic manga
comics.

A 32-page Pope Benedict
manga comic will be distributed
in August during World Youth
Day in Madrid (as The Southern
Cross reported on April 6). 

Mr Lin said he expects to have
300 000 copies produced in Spain
to meet demand. He hopes it will
whet World Youth Day partici-
pants’ appetites for a longer Pope
Benedict manga to be produced
later this year in the United
States.

“I  wanted to start  my own
business—something that could
positively influence young peo-
ple, who are especially influenced
by media,” Mr Lin said. 

“I was talking to my parents.
And my dad, who actually grew
up in Japan, asked me: ‘How

come there’s no biblical manga?’
And I was like: ‘Oh, yeah, that’s
right. That’s a shame.’ There were
only a couple written by Protes-
tants and published by Protes-
tants that basically converted the
Bible into a manga series,” Mr Lin
said.

But it got him to thinking:
“What stories are there out there
that could actually work?”

The St Paul and Judith manga
comics are already available for
sale. Later this summer, Mr Lin
will  have produced a manga
telling the parable of the ten vir-
gins at the wedding feast from
the gospel of Matthew.

There were “five who were
ready, five who were not”, he
reminded, referring to the five
virgins who were prepared with
oil to light the way for the bride-
groom, who symbolises Christ,
and the other five who were run-
ning out of oil because the bride-
groom was delayed.

Mr Lin explained the differ-
ence between manga and “tradi-
tional” comics.

“The manga art style is totally
different than the Western
comics tradition,” he said. “The
Japanese art style is more exag-
gerated—broadly defined hair, for
example. Maybe big eyes. The
framing of the scene can be quite
different.

“The sense is that [in] tradi-
tional comic books of the ’50s
and ’60s everything was quite lin-
ear. In manga the action may be
more disjointed. Put it this way:
The action sequences could all be
happening all at one time, in one
frame. Or you could have multi-
ple scenes going on in multiple
frames. This style has been adopt-
ed in Western graphic novels as

well,” Mr Lin said.
Mr Lin, 36, is a real estate bro-

ker and uses his earnings to pro-
vide seed money for his manga
comics, which can be viewed at
www.mangahero.com. 

He was in Sydney for World
Youth Day in 2008 and plans to
be in Madrid to oversee the
manga distribution of the Pope
Benedict comic.

Still, Mr Lin does not do it all
by himself. He recruited two

writers from John Paul the Great
Catholic University in San Diego,
California. (The university also

supplied Lin with a grant to pro-
duce the 300 000 World Youth
Day mangas.) And a full-time
manga artist in Singapore does
Mr Lin’s manga artwork.

One of Mr Lin’s writers,
Gabrielle Gniewek, 21, plans to
graduate in September with a
degree in entertainment media.
“When I got here, I really got
into the whole Japanese manga
thing,” she said.

“I was searching for a job as a
student to pay the grocery bills,”
Ms Gniewek added. “I was known
as ‘the Japanese girl.’ I was in
charge of the anime [a Japanese

style of animation] club at
school” when Mr Lin posted fly-
ers looking for a Catholic manga
artist.

“They all knew who I was and
what I was doing. I applied for the
job and Jonathan came and inter-
viewed me. He really liked what I
did. He picked me up and we went
on from there,” Ms Gniewek said.
“It’s such a narrow, niche market
that he was looking for a Catholic
manga artist. I thought: ‘Wow,
this is right up my alley.’ That, I
think, was a little gift from God.”

Matt Salisbury obtained an
entertainment media bachelor’s
degree at John Paul the Great,
then a master’s in film and televi-
sion producing. “I wasn’t too
familiar with [manga] as a genre,
but when I looked at it, it was
interesting,” said Mr Salisbury,
whose background is in screen-
writing.

Although he had never written
manga comics until  Mr Lin
brought him on, Mr Salisbury
said, “I really enjoyed not having
to worry about the budget of
what you’re portraying.” He
added he had written the first
part of the Pope Benedict manga
but then passed it  on to Ms
Gniewek when his career started
heating up.

Mr Lin said it takes Manga
Hero about three to four months
to get a comic from the idea stage
to the finished product.

“We have others being writ-
ten—Joshua, and then we have
another one on Pope John Paul
II ,  Mother Teresa,  St  George.
These are al l  in the writ ing
stage,” Mr Lin said. “And then
we have an epic on David.”—
CNS
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Popes, saints, apostles and

Old Testament figures are

among the subjects of

Catholic comics in the 

Japanese manga style, as

MARK PATTISON reports. 

Move over, Superman, here comes the pope

Jonathan Lin presents the cover of a manga comic book on Pope Benedict
xVI. Mr Lin runs Manga hero, which may well be the world’s only publisher
of catholic manga comics. (Photo courtesy of Manga hero) 



DEATH

COLEMAN—hope.
(Gowar) In loving memory
of our mother hope who
passed away on Tuesday
14 June. she lived life to
the full and loved all
unconditionally. we love
you Mom, Michael, Janine,
Mary, Valerie, shealagh,
Marian, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM

REEDING— sylvia ros-
alind. 21-06-2001 & John
henry 02-07-2004. Ten
and seven years ago the
Lord called both home to
be at his side in heaven
having served him grace-
fully on earth. no words
can express our gratitude
in being bestowed such a
jewel of a mother and
grandmother, as well as a
diamond of a father and
grandfather. Forever trea-
sure these beautiful mem-
ories. Loved and deeply
missed by your son wal-
lace, yolande and children
alicia, Garth, renette and
evan. 

PERSONAL

ABORTION WARNING:
‘The Pill’ can abort, unde-
tected, soon after con-
ception (a medical fact).
see website: www.human
life.org/abortion_does_th
e_pill.php

CRUCIFIXES FOR
AFRICA: Made in four
complete sizes.
Phone/Fax: 046 604 0401
for details and brochure.

TRYING to locate sonny
Bennett, placed in an
orphanage in Durban.
anybody who knows
him, please contact Imel-
da on 011 728 2658.

SERVICES

ANNUAL REPORTS,
newsletters, books etc
designed and edited at
competitive rates. Phone
Gail at 082 415 4312 or
gailsctn@gmail.com

PRAYERS

HOLY st Jude, apostle
and martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, kins-
man of Jesus christ, faith-
ful intercessor of all who

invoke you, special patron
in time of need. To you I
have recourse from the
depth of my heart and
humbly beg you to come
to my assistance. help me
now in my urgent need
and grant my petitions. In
return I promise to make
your name known and
publish this prayer. amen.
rcP

O MOST beautiful flower
of Mount carmel, fruit vine
splendrous of heaven,
Immaculate Virgin assist
me in my necessity. o
star of the sea, help me
and show me you are my
Mother. o holy Mary,
mother of God, Queen of
heaven and earth, I
humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to
secure me in my necessi-
ty. There are none that
can withstand your power.
sh.

THANKS

GRATEFUL thanks to the
sacred heart of Jesus,
our Mother Mary and ss
Joseph, anthony, Jude
and Martin de Porres for
prayers answered. rcP.

HOUSE TO
LET/FOR SALE

SOUTH COAST, Uvongo:
Three bedroom house,
fully furnished, en-suite,
lock-up garage. r3 000
per month. Tel: Donald
031 465 5651, 073 989
1074.

HOUSE FOR SALE

a neaT hoUse in a cul
de sac in The hill Town-
ship of Johannesburg’s
southern suburbs, within
10km of the city centre,
near alberton and schools,
is offered for sale at
r900 000 (negotiable). 3
beds, 2 baths, study,
lounge-cum-dining room,
kitchen and sun room,
double garage and ser-
vant’s room. Garden area
all paved. contact: walter
at 011 822 1174. 

FLAT FOR SALE
WYNBERG, cape Town:
one bedroom ground floor
flat in quiet block.
r650000. Tel Louisa 082
720 8899.

ACCOMMODATION
OFFERED 

CAPE TOWN, cape
Peninsula: Beautiful
homes to buy or rent.
Maggi-Mae 082 892
4502. colliers Internation-
al False Bay, 021 782
9263, maggimaev@
colliers.co.za

WEEKLY boarding facili-
ty. catholic home in Flori-
da hills. Grade 10/11/12
learners—200m from st
catherine’s convent,
Florida. call 083 720
0011.

HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION

BALLITO: Up-market
penthouse on beach,
self-catering. 084 790
6562.

BETTY’S BAY: (western
cape) holiday home,
sleeps seven, three bath-
rooms, close to beach,
r600/night. 021 794
4293, marialouise@
mweb.co.za

FISH HOEK: self-cater-
ing accommodation,
sleeps 4. secure parking.
Tel: 021 785 1247.

GORDON’S BAY: Beau-
tiful en-suite rooms avail-
able at reasonable rates.
Magnificent views, break-
fast on request. Tel: 082
774 7140. e-mail: bzhive
@telkomsa.net

KNYSNA: self-catering
accommodation for 2 in
old Belvidere with won-
derful Lagoon views. 044
387 1052.

MARIANELLA Guest
house, simon’s Town:
“come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped
with amazing sea views.
secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. spe-
cial rates for pensioners
and clergy. Tel: Malcolm
salida 082 784 5675 or
mjsalida@mweb.co.za 

STELLENBOSCH: Five
simple private suites (2
beds, fridge, micro-
wave). countryside vine-
yard/forest/mountain
walks; beach 20 minute
drive. affordable. christ-
ian Brothers Tel 021 880
0242, cbcstel@gmail.com

UMHLANGA ROCKS:
Fully equipped self-cater-
ing 3 bedroom, 2 bath-
room house,  sleeps 6,
sea view, 200 metres
from beach, DsTV. Tel:
holiday Division, 031 561
5838, holidays@light
house.co.za

WILDERNESS: rustic
farm cottage. sleeps five,
self-catering. Ph 073 478
9038. thewoodvillecot
tage@gmail.com

ACROSS: 5 Hair, 7 Earthquake, 8 Pail, 10 Aquarius,
11 Murals, 12 Legate, 14 Statue, 16 Prince, 17 Propos-
al, 19 Vast, 21 Continuity, 22 Debt.
DOWN: 1 Keep, 2 Stalwart, 3 Equals, 4 Manual, 5
Hear, 6 Injustices, 9 Adulterate, 13 Grievous, 15 Eas-
ing, 16 Pulpit, 18 Pact, 20 Toys.

Southern CrossWord solutions

CLASSIFIEDS
Births • First communion • confirmation • engagement/Marriage • wedding
anniversary • ordination jubilee • congratulations • Deaths • In memoriam •
Thanks • Prayers • accommodation • holiday accommodation • Personal •

services • employment • Property • others

Please include payment (R1,15 a word) with small advertisements 
for promptest publication.

Family Reflections
July 3: The Lord is kind and full of compassion.

As people grow into a mature old age they learn
much from the lessons of life around them. 

If their lives have been well lived they can become
people of peace, humility, kindness, gentleness and
care for others who are burdened and they have a
sense of hope for the future. 

If they have not been able to come to terms with
their own life situations they may become bitter and
hopeless.  

Pray for and with the older people in the family
that they may be accepting and happy in their old
age.  

Liturgical Calendar
Year A 

Sunday, July 3, 14th Sunday of the year
Zechariah 9: 9-10, Psalms 145: 1-2, 8-11, 13-14, Matthew 11
25-30
Monday, July 4, feria
Genisis 28: 10-22, Psalms 91: 1-4, 14-15, Matthew 9: 18-26
Tuesday, July 5, feria
Genisis 32: 22-32, Psalms 17: 1-3, 6-8, 15, Matthew 9, 32-38
Wednesday, July 6, feria
Genisis 41, 55-57, 42: 5-7,17-24, Psalms 33: 2-3m 10-11, 18-
19, Matthew 10: 1-7
Thursday, July 7, feria
Genisis 44: 18-21, 23-29, 45: 1-5, Psalms 105: 16-21,
Matthew 10: 7-15
Friday, July 8, feria
Genisis 46: 1-7, 28-30, Psalms 37: 3-4,18-19,27-28, 39-40,
Matthew 10: 16-23
Saturday, July 9, feria
Genisis 49: 29-32, 50: 15-26, Psalms 105: 1-4, 6-7, Matthew
10: 24-33
Sunday, July 10, 15th Sunday of the year
Isaiah 55: 10-11, Psalms 65: 10-14, Romans 8: 18-23,
Matthew 13: 1-23
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BETHLEHEM:

Shrine of Our Lady of Beth-
lehem at Tsheseng, Maluti
mountains; Thursdays 09:30,
Mass, then exposition of the
Blessed sacrament. 058
721 0532.

CAPE TOWN:

Holy Hour to pray for priests
of the archdiocese, 2nd sat-
urday monthly at Villa Maria
shrine Kloof nek rd, 16:00-
17:00.

Good Shepherd, Bothasig.
Perpetual eucharistic adora-
tion in our chapel. all hours.
all welcome.

Day of Prayer held at
springfield convent starting
at 10:00 ending 15:30 last
saturday of every month—all
welcome. For more informa-
tion contact Jane hulley 021
790 1668 or 082 783 0331.

Padre Pio prayer group,

every 3rd sunday of the
month holy redeemer
Bergvliet

DURBAN:

St Anthony’s, Durban Cen-
tral: Tuesday 09:00 Mass
with novena to st anthony.
First Friday 17:30 Mass—
Divine Mercy novena
prayers. Tel: 031 309 3496.

JOHANNESBURG: 

Exposition of the Blessed
sacrament: first Friday of the
month at 09:20 followed by
holy Mass at 10:30. holy
hour: first saturday of each
month at 15:00. at our Lady
of the angels, Little eden,
edenvale. Tel: 011 609 7246.

PRETORIA:

First Saturday: Devotion to
Divine Mercy. st Martin de
Porres, sunnyside, 16:30. Tel
shirley-anne 012 361 4545.

Community Calendar

To place your event, call Claire Allen at 021 465 5007 
or e-mail c.allen@scross.co.za, (publication subject to space)

Personal and Dignified
24-hour service

469 Voortrekker rd, Maitland 

Tel: 021 593 8820

48 Main rd, Muizenberg
Tel: 021 788 3728

Member of the NFDA

Tony Wyllie & Co.
catholic Funeral home

Jerry Lodi OMI

is moving to Randburg as from
1st July 2011.

Our new physical address is
22A Valley Road

Robin Hills
Randburg 2194

Cel No 083 951 6209

CATHOLIC 
LITURGICAL

ARTS 

ORFORD
CONSTRUCTION

Project Management
specialists in:

new houses • renovations • alterations   

• additions • Painting • Plumbing

• Property Management and Care

For advice call Julian Orford B.sc. (civ.eng)
Tel: (021) 794 5552  Fax: (021) 794 7088

cell: 082 493 0563
e-mail: orford@mweb.co.za

esTaBLIsheD 1982

Professional Supervision

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

ORDINATION

Frs. Bernard van de Hulst & Roger Hickley

invite friends, colleagues, & former

parishioners to a Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Sat. July 16th 10.00am.

St Mary of the Angels, Lawrence Rd,

Athlone, Cape Town.

R.S.V.P. Fr Bernard  0723140152, or Fr Roger

rogerhickley@telkomsa.net

HOTEL 303

303 Main Road Sea Point

Rooms R300.00 Per Night

Phone: 021 433 0298 

Or visit our website 

www hotel-303.com 

OBLATE Father Jerry Lodi of
Johannesburg died on
May 30 at the age of 73.

Born in Johannesburg on
August 5, 1937, he came from a
Methodist family—he was the
only one who became a Catholic.  

He attended school at De
Wildt, and Lady Selbourne and
completed his education in
Lesotho.  

He entered the novitiate in
Villa Maria, Umtata, in 1959 and
the Oblate Scholasticate at Roma,
Lesotho, in 1960. He was
ordained a priest at the Little
Flower, Lady Selbourne, on

December 19, 1965.
Fr Lodi worked in many

parishes—including Mamelodi,
Atteridgeville, Daveyton, Zondi,
Orlando East, Mohlakeng, Bot-
shabelo and Mabopane—before
moving on to his great love of
working with the sick, mainly at
Chris Hani/Baragwanath hospi-
tal. His other great love was help-
ing children to be educated.  

He was a hard-working priest,
a prayerful man with a sympa-
thetic heart, who believed very
much in the redemptive power
of the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion.  

Samson Kataka OMI

NEW FOR 2011
3-13  Sep 

Visit MEDJUGORJE with 2 nights London 
cost from R11 020

OR
3-18  Sep

Visit  MEDJUGORJE, LOURDES with 2 nights London
cost from R15 560 

Organised and led by Victor and Jacinta David

Tel: (031) 266 7702     Fax: (031) 266 8982
Email: judyeichhorst@telkomsa.net

A list of current pilgrimages can be viewed by clicking on 
the Valley View Travel icon at www.catholic-friends.com



AFEW weeks ago I was privileged to
attend a breakfast function at St
Peter and St Paul’s church in

George, in the very heart of the famed
Garden Route. 

I was interested to learn that this is
South Africa’s second-oldest Catholic
church, having been built in 1842. Learn-
ing this did not surprise me, because
George is one of those towns that are
famous for all sorts of things, most of all
its people—especially its Catholic people
who, in my opinion, have re-written the
the book of hospitality.

George is also the most forward
thinking town in the world because
their Christmas decorations in York
Street are all ready to be turned on in
the middle of June. 

My reason for being in George was to
speak at a breakfast function for the
men of George, arranged by the women
of the parish of St Peter and St Paul. 

The subject under discussion was
how men could contribute to the
Church in particular and society in gen-
eral in this modern era in which many
men find themselves having to be total-
ly engrossed in the business of business
in order to survive. 

It was generally agreed, for example,
that modern technology had made it a
lot easier for men to be able to do
things these days that in the past were
either a tedious chore or a complete
embarrassment. 

This includes teaching children the
facts of life, which for many years has
been based largely on the mating habits
of birds and bees. 

I remember when I was growing up
in the 1950s, my parents, and those of
my friends and cousins, simply just
opted out of any form of explanation
regarding sex. 

My education in these matters came
from a friend of my older cousin who
based his fount of knowledge of every-
thing to do with human procreation on
something he had witnessed going on in
a motor car parked in a shady lane in
the early hours of the morning. 

But these days, modern technology
has made it a lot easier for parents who
find themselves trying desperately to
explain things to children who proba-
bly know more about the subject than
they do. 

Nowadays, when a young boy asks
his father how he came to be born, the
computer-literate dad can answer in a
language they both understand and
which contains no direct sexual and
anatomical jargon. 

“Well, my son, this is how you got to

be born. Your mom and I first got
together in a chat room on Yahoo. Then
I set up a date via e-mail with your mom
and we met at a cyber-café. We sneaked
into a secluded room and googled each
other. There your mother agreed to a
download from my memory stick. As
soon as I was ready to upload, we dis-
covered that neither one of us had used
a firewall and since it was too late to hit
the delete button, nine months later a
little pop-up appeared that said: You’ve
got male!” 

This is  a prime example of the
importance of all fathers understanding
everything there is to know about com-
puters. 

On a more serious note, attending
Mass at St Peter and St Paul and chatting
afterwards at a wonderful dinner
arranged by parishioners, it was clear
that the things that worried the
Catholic community in George were
exactly the same as those that worry
most parishes in the country—and that
is the availability of permanent parish
priests. 

A new parish priest is just about to be
appointed for St Peter and St Paul and a
lot of the parishioners are quite rightly a
little nervous. Will they get someone
who throws his energy into serving the
community? Or will it be one of those
priests who have very little interest in
getting involved in anything other than
saying Mass? 

All of which reminds me that I
remain convinced of something that is
becoming extremely important with
regard to the training of priests. It is the
attribute of understanding how to man-
age an organisation. It’s not just being
skilled in matters administrative and
financial but also, most important of all,
people skills and human resource man-
agement. 

And how to empower people. I find it
strange that our Church still practices
old fashioned management techniques.
It insists on parish councils and finance
committees, yet even the most
unskilled, people-unfriendly priests have
a complete right of veto which often
leaves parish councils feeling a distinct
lack of worth. 

Parishes are full of skills these days.
These need not only to be used more
efficiently; more importantly, they need
to be trusted. 

The good people of George are crying
out to build a solid Catholic communi-
ty. Hopefully they will be helped, and
not hindered.  
n Visit the archive of Chris Moerdyk’s
columns, going back to June 2004, on The
Southern Cross’ website:  www.scross.
co.za/category/moerdyk/

CHURCH CHUCKLE

YEARS ago in Ireland, there was a priest who was
very anti-British. He became so notorious that the

pope himself summoned the priest to Rome.
“Father,” said the pope, “I want that there should

be peace between the British and the Irish. I want you
to swear that you’ll never mention the British in pub-
lic again.” In obedience to the Holy Father, the priest
made a vow never to speak badly of the British again. 

The next Sunday was Easter, and the priest deliv-
ered his annual Easter sermon. He got to the part of
the Easter story where Jesus says that one of Twelve
shall betray him. 

“St Andrew jumps up,” the priest explained, “and
says: ‘Is it I, Lord?’ and the Lord says: ‘Nay, Andy lad,
it’s not you. Sit down now and dunna worry. Eat your
supper.’ Then St John gets up with tears in his eyes
and cries: ‘Is it I Lord?’ And the Lord says: ‘Nay, John-
ny me boy, it’s not you. Sit down now and dunna fret
yourself. Eat your supper.’

“Then that dirty dog Judas Iscariot slowly rises to
his feet. And he looks the Lord right in the eye and
says: ‘Cor blimey, guv. Yer think it’s me, mate?’” 

send us your favourite catholic joke, preferably clean and brief, to 

The southern cross, church chuckle, Po Box 2372, cape Town, 8000. 

15th Sunday: July 10
Readings: Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 65:10-14;
Romans 8:18-23 Matthew 13:1-23

IN Israel, and in many parts of Africa,
“water” is a very telling image for the life
that God seeks always to bring us, and

therefore it has a ready connection with the
idea of “growth”. 

The first reading for next Sunday speaks
of the “rain and the snow” (the latter not, it
has to be said, a common phenomenon in
the Holy Land), which “come down from
heaven and do not return there until they
water the earth, and make it fertile and fruit-
ful”. The point, however, lies in what God is
doing: “So shall my word be, which goes
forth from my mouth, and does not return
to me uselessly, but does my will, and brings
about what I sent it for.”

The connection of water and growth is
there in the psalm also, as the poet praises
God because “you visited the earth and
watered it... God’s stream is filled with
water”, and meditates on the effects of the
divine irrigation: “Saturating its furrows, lev-
elling its ridges, softening it with showers,
you bless its growth.” 

God is responsible for everything in the
agricultural cycle: “You crown the year with
your goodness, your paths drip with rain,
and the meadows drip with it, the hills are
clothed with joy.” This is a lovely picture,
and concludes with the singing of the mead-
ows and pasture-lands, “clothed with flocks,
the valleys bedecked with grain, they shout
and sing for joy”. 

The second reading does not really use
the agricultural metaphor, but it does medi-
tate on what God has done in Christ, and
its effect on all creation: “The sufferings of
this present time are not worthy in compar-
ison with the glory that is going to be

revealed to us.” 
It uses the metaphor of “eager expecta-

tion” to capture how creation is, after being
“subjected to futility”, “going to be set free
from the destructive slavery, to the freedom
of the glory of the children of God”. Paul
underlines the sense of frustration, with an
image of child-birth: “We know that the
whole of creation is groaning together and
in agony, down to the present moment.” 

We have not got there yet, but have been
given a guarantee, “the first-fruits of the
Spirit”, as we “groan and wait for our adop-
tion as sons and daughters, for the redemp-
tion of our body”.

In the gospel we return to the idea of
growth, though the only reference to water
is in the sitting of Jesus by the Sea of Galilee,
and indeed on a boat in the Sea, from which
he addresses the crowds, using the still water
of the lake to carry the sound to the masses
assembled on the shore. 

It is the beginning of the third of the five

great discourses that Matthew distributes
throughout his gospel, the “parable dis-
course”, and here it is the great image of the
“Sower who went out to sow”, with uneven
results, depending on the soil into which
the seed was sown. There is soil “by the
road”, where birds can easily eat up the
seeds, then there is “rocky ground” where
there is insufficient soil, and “thorns” which
suffocate the growing plant, and, finally
three kinds of soil that yield a hundred-fold,
sixty-fold, and thirty-fold. 

The story is left there, hanging in the air,
and the next thing is that the disciples come
and ask him what it all means. The upshot
seems to be that “this people” have their
hearts hardened, but disciples have the priv-
ilege of having it explained to them, and it
is all a matter of how one accepts the gener-
ous sowing of God’s word. 

Our task, this week, is surely to pray that
we shall be fertile soil, in which God can
perform his fertile work. 

Let us be the fertile soil for the Sower

Hopes and fears for George
Chris Moerdyk

The Last word

Nicholas King SJ

sunday reflections

Southern Crossword #451

DOWN
1. Retain the stronghold (4)
2. Loyal supporter in the parish
(8)
3. Is equivalent to (6)
4. Book for the organ keyboard?
(6)
5. ... the word of God (Lk 8) (4)
6. Tins juices as acts of unfairness
(10)
9. Alter a duet and dilute it (10)
13. Through my most ... fault
(liturgy) (8)
15. Giving relief (6)
16. It gives the preacher a lift (6)
18. Pat holds a hundred in for-
mal agreement (4)
20. They're in the playroom (4)

ACROSS
5. Samson’s capital asset (4)
7. What rocked Jerusalem at
Jesus' death (Mt 27) (10)
8. Ashen bucket by the sound of
it (4)
10. Heavenly water carrier (8)
11. Wall paintings (6)
12. Papal emissary (6)
14. It may stand on a plinth (6)
16. Young lover who could be
Charming (6)
17. It is romantically done on
one knee (8)
19. Immense like the heavens (4)
21. Find nutty coin showing
consistence (10)
22. In here you are in the red (4)

Solutions on page 11
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