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CONFUSION reigned in
Jerusalem this week after
supporters of a political ag-

itator who was executed on Friday
claimed yesterday that their leader
had “risen from the dead”.

Jesus of Nazareth, who is re-
ported to have been in his 30s,
was the head of a group of itiner-
ant Galileans who conducted
preaching and healing events in
Galilee and Judea. He was con-
demned to death last week in
Jerusalem by Pontius Pilate,
Roman governor of Judea, for at-
tempted sedition, and executed
by crucifixion on Friday at Golgo-
tha, alongside two other convicts.

By permission from Pilatus,
Jesus was interred in a cut-stone
tomb owned by Joseph of Ari-
mathea, a prominent member of
the Sanhedrin. According to
sources, the tomb was sealed with
a rolling stone. In light of Jesus’
celebrity, a guard was positioned
outside the tomb.

On Sunday morning women
who came to the tomb to com-
plete the body’s anointing re-
ported the tomb to be empty, and
the guard unconscious. They
alerted the leaders of the Jesus
Group who then rushed to the
scene to ascertain these reports.  

“My colleague John ben
Zebedee and I arrived to find an
empty tomb. The stone had been
rolled away and no guard was in
sight,” Simon the Rock, known as
Petrus, told The Jerusalem Cross. 

Widely regarded as the group’s
deputy leader, Peter noted that the
burial garments had been care-
fully folded inside the tomb. “If
our master’s body had been stolen
by grave robbers, they wouldn’t
have taken the time to fold these
cloths,” he suggested.

Another member of the group,
Mary of Magdala, Galilee, claimed
to have seen the allegedly resur-
rected Jesus. “At first I thought he
was the gardener,” the woman

said, “but when he spoke my
name, I knew it was him.”

While our society places no
value to the testimony of

women, Jerusalem is abuzz with
confusion by reports that Jesus of
Nazareth was seen by several men
following his execution on Friday,
even though Jesus had been con-
firmed to be dead by the “lance-
test”, which involves the victim
being pierced in the side with a
spear.

“There is no way Jesus was alive
when I performed the lance-test,”
said Longinus, the soldier who
conducted the examination. “We
didn’t even have to break his legs,
that’s how dead he was.”

However, Petrus confirmed that
he and his associates had met
Jesus on Sunday night at the
Upper Room, a Mount Zion estab-
lishment.  “He was physically
there — not a ghost or anything
like that — and even had a bite to
eat with us,” he said. 

Petrus added that two followers,
not part of his Galilean group, had
reported having met Jesus on Jaffa

Road as they were heading home
to Emmaus after the Passover.

According to Petrus, Jesus was
the long-awaited Messiah — or
Christ in Greek — and “the son of
the living God”.

The authorities are tight-lipped
about the reported resurrection of
Jesus of Nazareth. A spokesman
for Pilatus referred all questions to
High Priest Caiaphas.

Contacted for comment, Ca-
iaphas denied that Jesus had risen
from the dead or that the exe-
cuted man was the Messiah.

“Jesus of Nazareth was a blas-
phemer and political agitator who
is now dead,” said Caiaphas,
leader of the Sadducee party. 

The high priest confirmed that
he had pushed for Jesus’ execu-
tion. “Our task, as the Sanhedrin,
is to make sure the laws of our re-
ligion are obeyed, and to ensure
public safety, especially during the
busy time of the Passover. This
man from Nazareth posed a threat
to both, and it was better that one
man should die for the people
than that the whole nation might
perish.”

Caiaphas said he had been con-
cerned by the public adulation
Jesus had received upon entering
Jerusalem on donkey-back from
the Mount of Olives. “I don’t know
if the people thought he was a so-
called ‘freedom fighter’ or some
kind of ‘messiah’, of whom we see
far too many these days, but I note
that none of them were there to
protest against the Nazarene’s exe-
cution,” Caiaphas said.

Sources close to Caiaphas told
The Jerusalem Cross that he had

been fuming over an incident in
which Jesus had vandalised the
moneychangers’ department in
the Temple. The high priest was
“raging with anger” at suggestions
of corruption against him and the
temple authorities.

Caiaphas rejected reports that
Jesus had risen from the dead.
“This kind of talk just causes more
trouble. I think this Jesus fellow
has caused us enough trouble al-
ready. His followers stole his body,
simple as that.”

But not all members of the San-
hedrin shared Caiaphas’ conclu-
sion. Arimathea, a wealthy
Jerusalem businessman and mem-
ber of the Pharisee party, said he
had made his private tomb avail-
able for Jesus’ burial because he
thought the Nazarene’s messianic
claims might have merit.

“Our party has been divided
about Jesus’ claims and conduct,”
Arimathea said. “I am myself look-
ing for the kingdom of God, and
found Jesus to be a just man. So I
couldn’t consent to the decision
and actions of my colleagues in
the Sanhedrin” which led to Jesus’
execution.

“But I will say this,” he added in
reference to the reports of Jesus
having risen from the dead, “if
there are witnesses to Jesus having
come back to life, by whatever cir-
cumstance, then that is all the
proof we need that this man was
indeed the Messiah.”
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Claims: Executed man
has come alive again

The empty tomb after the mysterious disappearance of
the body of excecuted Jesus of Nazareth (inset), who
his followers claim has risen from the dead. 
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